Beginner's Guide to CSS Animations &
Transitions: Make Your Website Interactive

Subtitle: Learn how to add movement, hover effects, and smooth transitions to enhance user
experience.

Website Name: haas.dev

Website Link: https://dev-roast-app.vercel.app

Introduction

Static websites can feel dull. CSS animations and transitions make your Ul dynamic and
engaging. This guide teaches beginners how to add smooth effects without JavaScript.

Step 1: Understanding Transitions

« Purpose: Animate property changes (e.g., color, size) smoothly
» Basic syntax:
button {

background-color: blue;
transition: background-color 0.3s ease;

}

button:hover {

background-color: green;

» Takeaway: Transition property + duration + timing function

Step 2: Transition Properties

« Common properties to animate:
° color
° background-color
o transform (Scale, rotate)
© ppacity

« Combine multiple properties:
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transition: background-color ©.3s ease, transform ©.3s ease;

Step 3: Basic Animations with @keyframes

» Purpose: Create more complex, repeating animations

o Example:

@keyframes bounce {
0% { transform: translateY(®); }
50% { transform: translateY(-20px); }
100% { transform: translateY(©); }

}
.ball {

animation: bounce 1s infinite;

» Takeaway: Keyframes define the animation steps

Step 4: Animation Properties
e animation-duration: Time for one cycle
e animation-iteration-count: HOw many times it repeats
« animation-delay: Delay before starting
e animation-timing-function: speed curve (ease, linear, etc.)

e animation-fill-mode: Maintain final state

Step 5: Hover Animations

» Add micro-interactions for buttons, links, cards

» Example:

.card {

transform: scale(l);
transition: transform 0.3s;

}

.card:hover {




transform: scale(1.85);

« Tip: Subtle effects improve user experience

Step 6: Looping & Alternating Animations
« Infinite loOps: animation-iteration-count: infinite;
 Alternating directions: animation-direction: alternate;

» Example: Smooth floating icons or loading indicators

Step 7: Combining Transitions & Animations
« Use transitions for hover effects
« Use animations for continuous movement

« Example: Button grows on hover (transition) + glowing background pulse (animation)

Step 8: Performance Tips
¢ Animate transform and opacity instead of top/left
» Avoid animating large images or heavy shadows

» Test on multiple devices for smoothness

Step 9: Mini Projects
« Animated button hover effects
» Floating social media icons
» Loading spinners and progress bars

» Interactive card hover effects

Step 10: Key Takeaways

« Transitions = simple state changes; animations = complex, repeating effects

« Subtle animations enhance UX, avoid overuse
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« Practice by adding interactivity to every project

Visit haas.dev for step-by-step CSS animation tutorials, interactive Ul projects, and beginner-
friendly web design resources.

Website Name: haas.dev
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